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InDiA — Size anD LocaTtion

nidta 15 onie of e anclenl oivillsations i i

world. Tt has achieved mnli-faceted socip-

ceonomic progress during the last five
decades. It has moved forward displaying
remuarkable progress 1o the Neld of
agricuiture. indusity, welmology amd overall
economie development. India has also
contributed sigmiNcantly o the making of
world history.

Locamos

India 15 a vast couniry. Lying enirely i e

Northern hemisphere [Figure 1.7) -'lhnx‘umin

tand exienids belween latiindes HM;I"I‘; anid’

376N and longitudes 68°TE apd *TFEB'F‘

The Troplc of Cancer (237 30'N] divides the
coUntiy nto almost two efqual pacts. To the
sottheast and sathwes! of the , B
the Andaman and Nicobar tstands and the
Lakshadweep tslands m Bay of-Bengal sl
Arablan Sea rspectively. Find ont the extent
ol these groups ol mland; E‘m:ltl }*aur atlas.

Dy 'tuu Iv:nuw?

“The land mass of India has an area of 3.28

millllory Syare km. Indta’s lotal arca acoounts
for abaul 2 4 por cont of the lotal geograplical
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area of the world. From Flgare 1.2 1 s clear
that mdts s the seventh Jarges! country of
the world, India has a land boundary of
ahout 15200 km and (he (otal length of the
coastiine of the mainland, melnding
Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep,
Is 7,516.6 km.

mdia 1s bounded by Lthe young fold
mountatns n the northwesl, worth and
northeastl, South of aboul 22° porih
latitude, 1t begins 1o laper. amd extends
towards the Indian Ocean, dividing it into
two seas, Lhe Araiian Sea on the west and
the Hay of Bengal onlis east.

Look at Fligure 1.3 and nole thal the
Eliundinal and loneitudinal extent of the
matnland is aboul 307, Desglle Ls et e
casi-wesi extesil appears Lo be smaller Lhian
e norili-south extend.

From Gujardl to Arotipchiial Pradesh.
there 1s & tme lag of two hours. Henee, (ime
along Lhe Standard Moeridian of Tndla

(82°30°E] passing through Mirzapur [ns
[Titar Pradesh) is taken as the slandard tme o
for the whole conniry. The lattiudinal extend

influcnces the duration of day and mﬁht as,
one moves from south toporth. % S

Find But
- mmmmmﬂlﬂ ll:l:ﬁhﬂmﬂl

Mersding of
. “mrnﬂmdmmhmﬂmﬁbch:ﬂmm

oof ey amd night brediy folt ot Kanmiynkrman
btk ap fy Bashiante?

Innpa arD ToE WomLn

The Indian loulmass bas a central location
between the East and the West Asta. India tsa
sonthwanl extension of the Astan contineni. The
trans Indtan Ocean routes, which connect the
couniries of Earope 1n the West and the
couninies of East Asia. provide a sirategic coniral
Tocaiton to mdi. Note it the Deorao Peatrnsia
protrdes into the Indizn Ooean, ﬂmln‘_‘!pm}.,
Itz to estaliish close comfact ’,wu]l ?ci'ﬂl. RS
Africa ad Europe from {lu?.wi;ﬂﬂ'n coaast sl
with Southeast sl East the casiem
coasl. Noother Lmuljrj,rfﬂm amtmunm o
e Initlgars Ocedn 3s i has and tndeed, 1 ks

Cndlia's eminen pﬁslli?m frn thwe Inehtan Oecan,

whict] Tustifes thenaming of s Ocean afler 1L,

Dﬂ“”u““m?'mﬂnemeu i ol L

'Snezt. . Indta’s distane frmm Emmpo
I:ul{ly?.lmim

881 24a
{ L s Cormin W) Ching Broad  Austmalin | edin
' Couniry
S : Unitted] Ratinns Demmpaphie Yoo Book 2015
Flgure I3 Seitn Livrgest Comriries of this Workl
b | CONTEMPORARY TNDIA-T
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indix’s contacts with the World have,”
s N,

continued Urough ages but ber relationst
tirough the land routes are much ofder than
[ manitime contacts. The varkms’ AlToes
the mountains in the noith haﬁ:prﬁ?ulwi
passages o e anclenl tmvellerss, wille e

oceats resirictod such nteraction fora long Ume.

These routes have eantributed in the

exchange of lleas and commuodities sinoe

ancient times. The 1deas of the L

and the Ramayan, the -ﬂunﬁnfﬁuﬂ:htﬂ:fm
the Indtan numerals and the dectmal sy$tem
s eotbd reach muny parts of the workd, The
splees, musiin and m!mny'mhdnﬂ!ﬁn Were
faken from ndia lo differenPeoutiiries. On the
oller hand. the Infinence of Greek seulplure,
and the archiltecturalistyles of domie and
minarets from Wes{iAsla can be seen In
different paris al onreonniry.

i
Inma's NelcEROURS

India occuples an mportant strategle posttipn
tn South Asta. India has 28 states and Fight
Uinton Termiiores (Flgure 1.58).

tscplh o e o A O
assily \he states m‘ruilmrmun:_p&ml:h
% Inwing common foniters with
{1) Praktstan, (1) Chirse. (1) Mysomsr: and
v Bangindesh.

indta shires 1ts land boundartes with
Paklsian and Afghanistan in the norilowest,
China (Tibel), Nepal and Bhstan in the north
and Myanmar and Dangladesh in the easl.
Our southern nelghbours across LHe sei
consist of the two sland countries, namely

)

Do You Kmow: Yiefore 1947, there were twn
types of stales in India — the provinees and the
Princely stales. Pravinceswere riiled divectly by
Hritish offictals. who were appointed by ihe
Viceroy. Princely stales were raled by lical,
liereitery riilers. whio ncknowlidped sweteipty
i retirm for jocal autonomy.

CONTEMPORAHY INDIA-T
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ﬁ;iffl'f.l' 5 : It and Adffacent Conmirics

511 Lanka and Mﬂﬂw{'l Sri L:I!l]!.’.:l. E3
separated [rom India, by a tirrow chantiel
of sext lormed by the Siratlt and the Guif
of Manmar, while Malfives Istands are sttuated
ter thie south of lll‘l"' Lakshadweep Isianils.

Indla has had sironig geograplileal and
historical links with her nelghbours. Look
@l Lhe physical map of Asia in your ailas,
and note how Indi stanmds apar itom e
TUst ol Asli.

Bo You H“‘“."*?- Selool Hhivitrs, NCERT 1 3 portal proviting mig-biised lesrntbig 1o long awireness

g the studenis obount e couoninys ol Tesomrtes, efvironment oned fhielr mle n sesiatmble
development. It 15 po mimive of Bhwmn — NESC/ISRO based on NCEHT syitabes. You cyn explon::
varinns maps of gk retaled (o e seomidary stag on bitps: /e app s gov infmtin | oo/
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L. Clhoose the fghl answer ftom the four altematives ghven: below,
il the Tropic of Cmeer does pol pass tbmough.

fir) | Raajusilban fe) Chlmitsgarh
it Odisha (#1 Tripura
[ The eastermmost longide of ndia 5
4] 8T 25K ) 7T 6 E
i 68" 7T E (d) -2 32" E
au) Uttarskhond Utler Pradesh Bidr;, West Bengnl mul Sikktim have commaon
Irzmibbers wilh
fmj China el Nepal
(b} Bhotan [} Myastmar

fiwl I you midernd Lo visgl Kavarall duming your ssamumner sacallons, which m.lnﬂl
the following Unlon Tersllones of Iniia o witl be going Lo
(m] Pusiocheroy (e) Andoman ond Wieotnr ', Y
(b} Lakshadweeop {d) Doman and [ '
vl My fend hails from o coyndry which does not. share land hﬂl.ll'ld:fﬂ"l!ﬂ.h
India ldeniify te county. h
i) Bhiiloan (€] Bamgdlodesh _—
(B Tujtkistan Il H-Tqai -
2 pnswer (he foliowing questions briefly. "
1) Name the group of Ssknds g W m,;miun ﬁm N N
1) Name the countries which nrmﬂuﬂ‘f than o % \
(i) Which islind grooap of hudin Hes (6 it sonlh cist™ I
v} Which ishied coumiries nge tru’r,pquﬂltm m':[gjihq_rmi‘:'
4 The sun rises (wo hours earfler in Arnnachal Jndesh is compared in Gaparat
by thie west buk the walclies s .I.hr same (ime How does thils lappen®
4 The cemiral lncation HMIH the |Eﬂﬂ*ﬂ iﬁdhm e s eonesldered of

greal digmificance. Why™

-

| Map Ssnis |1|H »

1. Mdenttly the following with the ﬂyp ol M ronding

(1) The tskiml groups ofiodi Wl 1 the Arablin Sest sl the Biy of Bengal.
) The coontres LDI‘lﬂ-l.l!ﬂtll'I{.E. millon subeonlinenl.

fu) The Sttes through whicl the Tropte of Concer passes:
(v} The northemmest atinde in degrees,
v The -uulh:rm:nhl }ﬂul_uth' of Lhe indlan mambaod 1 degrees

vih The mala’rl'"'um weslerTs moist lonptinide i idogrees.

fvit) The pliee sttunted oo fhe three seas

i) The sl sepsmating: 8o Lok fiom india

(%) ThyDugol Firtlones of ndia,

() Piod out the longitudinal ond tndisdinad extent of your staie.

g Collecd mmdormatiem almod the “SUE Route' - Alsa omd oot (e new
developments, which wre mmproving commurieallon moates o the moons of
high plitade.
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